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Press Release  
Brussels, 15th December 2021 

  
- For immediate release - 

  

On the way to a truly cross-border European rail passenger market 
  
EIM highly welcomes the EU Action Plan to boost long distance and cross-border passenger 

rail. The EC Action Plan paves the way to make passengers travel by train in a carbon-neutral 

manner which is essential to achieve the climate objectives set in the EU Green Deal.  

 

EIM supports the Commission’s focus on completing the implementation of the Fourth Railway 

Package and removing barriers that hinder the full deployment of long-distance and cross-

border passenger rail services. This will help to reach the objectives of the Sustainable and 

Smart Mobility to double high-speed rail traffic by 2030 and tripling it by 2050.  

 

EIM and its Members, the rail infrastructure managers (IMs) will continue to support the 

deployment of ERTMS and close existing gaps, notably in cross-border sections, nodes and 

terminal connections. IMs are committed to work together with the EU Commission to improve 

traffic management processes and capacity allocation, for example through the TTR 

programme. IMs will cooperate with all necessary stakeholders to realise the pilot services that 

are mentioned in today’s action plan.  

 

Last but not least, as 2022 will be the European Year of Youth, IMs are supportive of the 

Commission’s proposal to amend the current Erasmus reimbursement rules to promote the 

use of rail travel to Erasmus exchange locations. 

 

EIM Executive Directive Monika Heiming noted: “ With the adoption of the action plan, the 

European Commission shows its clear commitment to reach rail’s full potential and create a 

modern, resilient and digitalised European rail passenger cross-border rail market. EIM will 

cooperate with its Members, European institutions and other sector stakeholders to support 

the action plan and realise the railway network of the future.”   

   
For further information, please contact: 
  
Monika Heiming 

Executive Director 

T.: +32 2 234 37 70 

E.: monika.heiming@eimrail.org  

EIM, the association of European Rail Infrastructure Managers, was 
established in 2002 to promote the interests of the infrastructure 
managers in Europe. EIM’s primary goal is promoting growth of rail 
traffic and the development of an open sustainable, efficient, customer-
oriented rail network in Europe. 

 
To find out more about EIM, visit www.eimrail.org 
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